THE STATE WATER PROJECT:

California’s Central Coast faces ongoing water supply challenges driven by climate variability, recurring
drought, and limited local surface and groundwater resources. To ensure reliable water for residents,
businesses,and farms,communities across San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara counties use acombination
of local and State Water Project imported water supplies.

The Coastal Branch of the State Water Project, California’'s largest water storage and delivery system,
is a key mechanism for delivering imported and transfer water to the Central Coast. Before the Coastal
Branch was completed, Central Coast communities were isolated from major water delivery systems and
faced the risk of running out of water during prolonged dry periods — Lake Cachuma was nearly dry, and
local water users had limited supply options.

SWP supplies power the economic engine of the Central Coast, driving the region’s thriving agriculture,
tourism and recreation industries.

THE STATE 30% 47%
WATER PROJECT of the water of the water

. supply in San Luis ly in Sant
PROVIDES: Borbara Counts

Obispo County Barbara County

The Central Coast would need 9 new desalination plants* to replace the State Water Project
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*The Central Coast’s long-term historic average SWP supply is 28,201 AFY (62% of Table A). The Charles E. Meyer Desalination Plant’s current yield is 3,125 AFY.

THE STATE WATER PROJECT
PROVIDES WATER THAT THE CENTRAL
COAST RELIES ON

During California’s 2012-2016 drought, Lake Cachuma'’s storage
dropped 92%, severely limiting water supplies to water districts
and cities across the Central Coast.

“Without the State Water Project, we would
have run out of water. It saved us.”

— Bob McDonald, General Manager,
Carpenteria Valley Water District



IN SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY, THE STATE WATER PROJECT:

Fuels nearly 40% of the Eases reliance on groundwater Supports essential public
businesses and population supplies facing long-term safety, education and
in coastal cities. sustainability challenges. community facilities.

SWP Water * The City of Pismo Beach relies on the State Water Project to reduce
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dependence on groundwater and protect against seawater intrusion.

e The State Water Project provided 92% of the City of Morro Bay's drinking
water in 2022, making it the primary source of potable water for the city.

* The Oceano Community Services District receives treated State Water
Project water via the Coastal Branch of the California Aqueduct, accounting
for nearly 40% of its planned supply.

IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY, THE STATE WATER PROJECT:

Filled Lake Cachuma 3 times Supports 200+ wineries, Fuels $4.25 billion annually in crop
(since deliveries began in 1997). driving wine tourism. value and industrial production.

SWP Water 0 S.anta \ETERVI= SWP water to augment local groundwater supplies and
in Action to improve water quality.

e The Montecito Water District can store more water during wet years
because of its participation in the Semitropic Groundwater Bank, which
relies on the SWP to facilitate water transfers.

THE CENTRAL COAST RELIES ON STATE WATER PROJECT WATER

As the climate continues to shift and water supply challenges intensify across Santa Barbara and San
Luis Obispo counties, the State Water Project will remain a cornerstone of water reliability on the
Central Coast. Strategic investment in and access to State Water Project infrastructure is crucial to
ensuring long-term water security for the region.



http://swc.org

