STATE WATER CONTRACTORS:
Champions of Science, Research and Innovation

Alameda County Water District is installing fish

ladders and screens on Alameda Creek that will give
Steelhead access to their natural habitat for the first
time in 50 years.

Coachella Valley Water District is working to
restore habitats for the Desert Pupfish, California
Black and Ridgeway’s Rail bird species, and the
Sonoran Cottonwood Willow tree.

In addition to bringing fresh, clean water to 27 million
Californians, 750,000 acres of farmland and businesses
statewide, the State Water Contractors and its 27 member
agencies collectively are investing millions of dollars
annually in science, research and innovation. Through
these investments, the Contractors are:
• Contributing to California’s knowledge on estuarine
and freshwater ecosystems
• Participating in collaborative science efforts
such as CAMT and CSAMP
• Furthering our understanding about water quality
issues and solutions
• Encouraging dialogue on climate change and seeking
innovative solutions to both address climate change
effects and adaptively manage supplies in response
• Restoring habitats
• Driving innovative practices in water supply management
• Promoting carbon-free hydroelectric energy
and sustainability
• Looking for new ways to balance the water needs
of people with preserving the environment

Habitat Restoration:
Partners in Protecting Our Environment
Using new research methods and technology, SWC
member agencies are studying the state’s fragile
environments and native fish and wildlife species.
Together, they are restoring thousands of acres of
habitat and returning previously threatened species
back to their native environments.

Within Kern County Water Agency’s service
area, the Kern Fan Groundwater Storage Project
will dedicate over $21 million to Delta ecosystem
restoration for endangered fish like the chinook
salmon and green sturgeon, and will invest roughly
$40 million to create intermittent wetland habitat for
migratory birds.

Napa County Flood Control & Water
Conservation District restores tidal wetlands and

supports hundreds of native plant and animal species
along the Napa River, a region of the Bay Area that
many Delta species also use.

Palmdale Water District actively engages in habitat
restoration and preservation for both the Arroyo Toad
and the Mexican Brown Bat, whose native ecosystem
rests within Palmdale’s local watershed.

San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District
leads a collaborative effort with other local water
agencies to increase suitable habitat for the Santa
Ana Sucker as well as 22 other federal and state
listed species.

Solano County Water Agency is a founding

member of the Putah Creek Accord, and lead
agency for the Solano Habitat Conservation
Plan, transforming Lower Putah Creek to support
spawning Chinook Salmon.

Zone 7 Water Agency’s Living Arroyos Program
improves habitat and water quality of local streams
while enhancing both public safety and regional
flood protection.
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Research:
Improving Our Understanding
of Water in California
The State Water Contractors’ efforts are building on
existing research and laying the groundwork for new
research in California and across the country — work
that spurs future policymaking and improved practices.
This includes research on fish and wildlife, water quality,
climate change and options for expanding local water
supplies through groundwater programs, water recycling,
desalination, and stormwater capture and storage.
To highlight just a few examples:

Santa Clara Valley Water District established
a Water Conservation Research Grant Program
that provides up to $1M over a 10-year period
to promote innovation and new technology
development to increase water use efficiency.

Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California is an active and founding member

of the Water Utility Climate Alliance, which
analyzes the development of climate changerelated research, technology, programs, and
federal legislation.

Dudley Ridge Water District is a member
and active participant in the Committee for Delta
Reliability, which funds science-based research
to address fishery and water quality issues in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.

In addition to the contributions made by individual
member agencies, the State Water Contractors
directly invest more than $2 million annually in
science and research – committed to improving
our understanding of the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta and its tributaries.

“

The State Water
Contractors’ efforts
are building on existing
research and laying
the groundwork
for new research
in California and
across the country

”

Groundbreaking Innovation:
Driving Change for a Better World Tomorrow
As California’s climate changes and our population continues to grow, the
State Water Contractors are investing millions in forward-thinking applications
and uses for both tried-and-true and new technologies to help solve our
great state’s water challenges.
Kern Water Bank represents an innovative collaboration by multiple
agencies, including two SWC agencies, who are working together
to store surplus surface water through shallow ponds into an
underground aquifer and restore 17,000 acres of former farmland
to upland and intermittent wetland habitat, protecting 34 sensitive
species in the region.
Napa County Flood Control & Water Conservation District has
gained worldwide attention for its "Living River" approach. The project
avoids typical concrete channelization in favor of maintaining the
natural slope, width and depth of the river, which helps to maintain a
continuous fish and riparian corridor for several fish, including those
that reside throughout the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.
Solano County Water Agency is currently exploring using sediment
and aquatic vegetation to enrich the soil for riparian habitat restoration projects and agricultural purposes. For example, canal waste
sediment could be mixed with walnut waste and wood chips to
minimize irrigation demands on alfalfa fields, and to provide suitable
substrate for revegetation of eroded streambanks.
In addition to the Mojave Water Agency’s Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED) gold-certified headquarters, the
Agency is installing a hydroelectric plant that will offset the power
use of the well pumping downstream, and has broken ground on
the new 820-kW Deep Creek small hydroelectric project.
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