SOUTH DELTA CHANNEL DEPTH
RESTORATION PROGRAM

A Multi-Benefit Delta Solution

Sediment is important to the health and ecosystem of the
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta. However, excess

insee sediment accumulation compromises the quality, capacity
and flow of water through the Delta. Over the years, many
of the southern Delta channels have degraded due to
sediment buildup. The Channel Depth Restoration Program
for the South Delta Channels will remove the excess
sedimentation that has negatively impacted the ecosystem,
drinking water quality and water supply operations.
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SOUTH DELTA CHANNELS

The Program initially targets 75 miles of channels in the South Delta that convey water from the San Joaquin and
Sacramento Rivers and tributaries to the State Water Project and the Central Valley Project (CVP). Best practices to
protect people, fisheries and wildlife will be followed in implementation.

Channel segments include:
- Middle River

- Old River (West)
- Old River (South)

Morengo Road (%) /\'\ ) - Old River (East)

B Initial Dredging Limits

.- Old River Side Channel
- Fabian & Bell

- Paradise Cut

- Tom Paine Slough

UNION ISLAND

Dredging & Flood Control:

Re-establishing channel

capacity also facilitates flood
control projects - such as the
Paradise Cut Expansion Project
- decreasing peak flows during
potential flood events and
improving and enhancing habitat.

PROGRAM COST ESTIMATE SOUTH DELTA CHANNEL
: : : DREDGING RESTORATION
Dredging benefits many Delta users and the environment PROGRAM WORKING
but is far too costly for any Reclamation District or GROUP MEMBERS

landowner to undertake alone. For the 75 South Delta
channel miles, the cost estimate for conceptual design and
permitting ranges from $81 million to $140 million with
estimated construction and dredging costs ranging from
$506 million to $864 million. That works out to an average
of about $10.6 million for every 100,000 cubic yards, or one

- U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

- Central Delta Water Agency

- Delta Water Master

- Department of Water Resources
- San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water

channel mile. Authority
- South Delta Water Agency
Absent significant dredging in identified channel reaches in . State Water Contractors
the South Delta, siltation will choke more of the waterways . State Water Resources Control Board

with more severe consequences, impairing beneficial uses
and the overall health of the Bay-Delta estuary.

THE ASK: FUNDING FOR THE PROGRAM

The Working Group seeks funding assistance from California to begin planning and
implementation of the dredging program for the first ten miles of the South Delta channels.
For an average cost of about $10.6 million for each channel mile, an initial amount of $106
million would allow for the first ten miles to be dredged.
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The State Water Contractors (SWC) is an association of 27 public water agencies responsible for the capital, operations and maintenance costs of the SWP. Our
mission is to advocate on behalf of our members for improved supply reliability and water quality based on sensible, science-based policies that result in sustainable
and cost-effective management of the SWP for California’s citizens, economy and environment.






