STATE WATER
SWC CONTRACTORS
FOUNDED 1982

December 19, 2024
Delaying the Delta Conveyance Project Puts California’s Water Security at Risk
By: Jennifer Pierre, General Manager, State Water Contractors

The State Water Project, a cornerstone of California’s water delivery system, runs on
1960s-era infrastructure. This aging system is increasingly vulnerable to climate change,
seismic risks and environmental challenges. Modernizing it with the Delta Conveyance
Project (DCP) is essential to ensure sustainable and reliable access to the water that
powers our state’s communities, farms and industries.

That's why recent attempts to delay progress on the DCP before the Delta Stewardship
Council are not just frustrating — they’re harmful.

DCP opponents argue that conducting geotechnical investigations necessary to inform
the engineering and design of the DCP is currently inconsistent with the Delta Plan —
the long-term plan that guides the management of the Delta’s water supply and
environmental resources. This claim simply doesnt hold water and fundamentally
misrepresents the nature and purpose of geotechnical work.

The geotechnical investigations do not represent implementation of the DCP, but rather
exploratory activities designed to gather the data necessary to further refine engineering
and design as well as to inform future approvals and funding decisions on the project.

Moreover, these activities align directly with the Delta Plan’s core policies, which prioritize
the use of the best available science and adaptive management strategies. By gathering
detailed, site-specific data, DWR is taking a responsible, science-driven approach to
planning — a hallmark of Delta Plan compliance.

It's worth noting that the need for further geotechnical activities was disclosed in the
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) certified in December 2023. These activities are


https://deltacouncil.ca.gov/delta-plan/

neither new nor unexpected; they are a continuation of work that has been underway for
years.

The appeals posed before the Delta Stewardship Council are thinly veiled delay tactics
designed to slow progress, drain resources and distract from the pressing need to
modernize California’s water infrastructure.

Each delay in advancing this critical project increases the risks to our water security and
costs water ratepayers over $1 million a day. Californians deserve solutions, not endless
litigation and obstruction.

The DCP represents a forward-thinking investment in California’s future.

Opponents may continue to argue otherwise, but the facts are clear: the DCP is the right
solution at the right time, and delaying its progress only puts our water security at risk
and makes climate adaptation more expensive. It's time to focus on the real work at hand
— building a sustainable water future for California.

#Hit#

The State Water Contractors is a statewide, non-profit association of 27 public agencies
from Northern, Central and Southern California that purchase water under contract from
the California State Water Project. Collectively the State Water Contractors deliver water
to more than 27 million residents throughout the state and more than 750,000 acres of
agricultural land. For more information on the State Water Contractors, please visit

WWW.SWC.Org.
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