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State Water Contractors Respond to March Increase in State Water
Project Allocation

Delivery allocations have steadily increased since the initial 5% allocation, but today’s modest
increase underscores the need for additional water infrastructure projects to ensure reliability

Sacramento, CA — Today, the California Department of Water Resources increased the
allocation of contracted water supplies from the State Water Project to 40%, up from 35% in
February. Allocations have steadily increased since the initial 5% allocation in December 2024,
as periods of rain and snow supplemented a dry fall and early winter season.

Statement from Jennifer Pierre, General Manager of the State Water Contractors:

"While we are grateful for any increase in allocation, the Delta has been experiencing sustained
high flows for over 2 months and Delta exports have been hovering around 6,000 cubic feet per
second (CFS) out of a total 15,000 CFS pumping capacity. This mismatch in hydrology and
exports highlights the need to continue to pursue modernized infrastructure to further develop
scientific rationale to refine regulatory requirements and ramp up adaptive management. We
look forward to working with the State to meet the Governor's January Executive Order while
retaining environmental protections.

The 2024 Incidental Take Permit (ITP) and Biological Opinions were a great step forward in this
regard, and we understand that they have allowed greater exports this year than under previous
permits, but we believe there is existing scientific basis and future research that can inform
reasonable, protective measures that also allow the state to better utilize the value of the critical
water infrastructure we have in place today. However, nothing can shore up our supplies like
completing infrastructure projects like the Delta Conveyance Project.

If the Delta Conveyance Project had been in place this year, California could have captured an
additional 750,000 acre-feet of water. The Delta Conveyance Project is a key tool for California
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to capture excess winter flows to have for dry periods. It will only operate once all other water
rights, environmental and water quality requirements are met.

Our members pay for 100% of the operation and maintenance of the State Water Project,
regardless of the allocation allowances, and our on-the-ground experts know firsthand how
significantly the improved adaptive management and DCP would contribute to the reliability of
the State Water Project and California’s water supply. ”

#i#

The State Water Contractors is a statewide, non-profit association of 27 public agencies from
Northern, Central and Southern California that purchase water under contract from the
California State Water Project. Collectively the State Water Contractors deliver water to more
than 27 million residents throughout the state and more than 750,000 acres of agricultural land.
For more information on the State Water Contractors, please visit www.swc.org.
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