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State Water Contractors Celebrate Governor Newsom’s Proposal to
Streamline Approvals and Reduce Costs for the Delta Conveyance Project

Governor Newsom advances state's most important climate adaptation project, eliminates
costly red tape and litigious delays

Sacramento, CA — The State Water Contractors, who deliver water to the homes, farms and
businesses of more than 27 million Californians, celebrate Governor Newsom’s proposal to
reduce administrative delays for the Delta Conveyance Project (DCP) — a vital infrastructure
modernization project that will protect California’s water supply in the face of a rapidly changing
climate — while maintaining environmental protections.

"The Delta Conveyance Project review and approval process has been hampered by red tape
and frivolous delay tactics for decades — costing Californians millions of dollars without
addressing our very real challenges with water supply reliability,” said Jennifer Pierre, General
Manager, State Water Contractors. “The State Water Project is California’s largest water
infrastructure and is in dire need of modernization to secure water supplies for generations to
come. Governor Newsom's proposal marks a critical step in reducing barriers to innovation while
creating efficiencies that will save time and billions of dollars as construction of the DCP moves
forward.”

Today's action by Governor Newsom alone will save State Water Project contractors more than
$365 million for every year of delay avoided. The Delta Conveyance Project has been refined
and redesigned to address environmental concerns and community feedback. Today’s project
is a fraction of the original size and rerouted to avoid communities in the central Delta. We can
no longer afford the distraction of endless litigation and burdensome administrative processes
that are doing nothing to protect our state’s primary source of affordable water.


https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/05/14/governor-newsoms-budget-calls-for-fast-track-of-critical-water-infrastructure-project/
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California is already experiencing the impacts of climate change, fluctuating between years of
prolonged drought and years of heavy precipitation, making it difficult for water managers to
plan for the future. Over the next 20 years, California could lose 10% of its overall water supplies
and the reliability of the State Water Project could be reduced by as much as 23%. Prioritizing
the efficient approval and expeditious construction of water infrastructure projects like the DCP
will allow California to capture and store more water during wet years so that the state is
prepared when the weather inevitably turns dry again.
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The State Water Contractors is a statewide, non-profit association of 27 public agencies from
Northern, Central and Southern California that purchase water under contract from the
California State Water Project. Collectively the State Water Contractors deliver water to more
than 27 million residents throughout the state and more than 750,000 acres of agricultural land.

For more information on the State Water Contractors, please visit www.swc.org.
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