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State Water Contractors Respond to Joint Legislative Audit Committee 
Duplicative, unnecessary state audit of the Delta Conveyance Project avoided  

 
Sacramento, CA — Today, California’s Joint Legislative Audit Committee (JLAC) voted to reject another 
request by opponents to audit the Delta Conveyance Project (DCP), citing multiple oversight mechanisms 
already in place to disclose details about finances and planning activities. The DCP is a critical climate 
adaptation strategy that protects California’s primary water supply system, the State Water Project. The 
SWP provides an affordable source of high-quality, clean water for 27 million Californians and 750,000 
acres of agricultural land.  
 
Statement from Jennifer Pierre, General Manager, State Water Contractors:  
 
“We applaud the Joint Legislative Audit Committee’s decision to reject the request for yet another audit 
of the Delta Conveyance Project (DCP). This unnecessary request would have created exactly the kind of 
costly delay the Governor’s budget proposal seeks to prevent. The Committee’s action sends a clear 
message that progress matters.  
 
“The information requested in the audit is already public and well-documented. No state General Fund 
dollars have been used to fund the Delta Conveyance Project. The Project is being paid for by participating 
public water agencies, which are governed by elected officials who govern through open and transparent 
processes. Nearly $300 million has been responsibly spent on planning, permitting and community 
engagement, and the terms of the project costs were publicly negotiated. Additional audits would only 
waste time and taxpayer resources.  
 
“The Delta Conveyance Project is a long-overdue upgrade to the State Water Project — California’s most 
vital water delivery system. Since 2006, the state administration has recognized the project as essential 
to securing a reliable, affordable supply for 27 million people, including three-fourths of the state’s 
disadvantaged communities, thousands of farms and our state’s economy. The Department of Water 
Resources has completed a full environmental review, demonstrated financial transparency and is subject 
to regular oversight.  
 
“We’re grateful to the Committee for standing up for timely, forward-looking infrastructure solutions. The 
time to act is now — not after more delay and duplicative review.”  
 
  

### 
 

The State Water Contractors is a statewide, non-profit association of 27 public agencies from Northern, 
Central and Southern California that purchase water under contract from the California State Water 
Project. Collectively the State Water Contractors deliver water to more than 27 million residents 



throughout the state and more than 750,000 acres of agricultural land. For more information on the 
State Water Contractors, please visit www.swc.org. 

http://www.swc.org/

