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Introduction:
The State Water Contractors (SWC) are seeking consulting services to provide technical expertise related to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) relicensing of the Oroville Facilities (P-2100). This solicitation seeks candidates who are familiar with Oroville project operations, regulatory agencies and processes, and biological resource management.
On February 11, 1957, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) was issued a 50-year license to construct and operate the Oroville facilities. The original license expired on January 31, 2007, and P-2100 is currently operating under an annual license that automatically renews each year until a new license is issued. During relicensing, a diverse group of agencies and stakeholders scoped issues, designed a $27 million suite of studies, reviewed reports, proposed measures, and discussed potential solutions for project impacts. Using relevant information from this effort, DWR filed an Application for a New License with supporting environmental documentation on January 26, 2005. On March 26, 2006, DWR and an overwhelming majority of stakeholders successfully concluded negotiations and signed a Settlement Agreement (SA) that, at the time, was estimated to provide approximately $1 billion in environmental, recreational, cultural, and other benefits over a proposed 50-year new license term.
The Settlement Agreement proposes license conditions, including Protection, Mitigation, and Enhancement Measures to be included in the new license. The State Water Contractors (SWC) are party to this Settlement Agreement, and should it be approved by FERC as part of the issuance of the license, the SWC will have roles and responsibilities in its implementation.

SWC / SWP Background
The SWC was established in 1982 to promote the common interests of 27 member agencies that contract with the State Water Project (SWP) for a portion of their water supplies. The SWP consists of 34 storage reservoirs, 20 pumping plants, 4 pumping-generating plants, 5 hydroelectric power plants and more than 700 miles of canals and pipelines. It conveys an average of 2.4 million acre-feet (af) of water per year through pumping plants in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. The SWP provides fresh water for 27 million people, 750,000 acres of farmland and an array of industries throughout the state. 
SWP Oroville operations are regulated by FERC, State Water Resources Control Board and fish agencies (California Department of Fish and Wildlife, US Fish and Wildlife Service, National Marine Fisheries Service). 

Scope of work
SWC seeks an individual to provide advice, analysis, and written material to the SWC Board of Directors, staff and members’ staff, and engage with DWR staff to support pre-implementation and implementation of the FERC licensing for the Oroville facilities and activities. Consultant will represent the SWC as part of the Habitat Expansion Agreement in lieu of National Marine Fisheries Services proscribed fish passage, and support discussions with fish agencies and NGOs regarding DWR and SWC members’ obligations under the Oroville Settlement Agreement, NMFS Biological Opinions and State Water Resources Control Board Water Quality Certifications. Upon issuance of the license, consultant will serve as the lead technical representative for the SWC on the DWR-led Ecological Committee (EC). Consultant must have proven experience with the California Endangered Species Act, Federal Endangered Species Act, Feather River ecosystem, anadromous fish, Federal Powers Act, Clean Water Act, and State Water Project operations. Consultant will advise SWC staff and member agencies on the benefits and challenges of proposed plans and interact with DWR and other stakeholders to achieve positive results. Membership on the EC will be comprised of settling parties who represent relevant federal and state regulatory agencies, California Department of Fish and Wildlife and California Department of Parks and Recreation, local government entities, Native American tribes, and other interested settling parties such as the State Water Contractors, American Rivers, the Central Valley Regional Water Control Board and State Water Resources Control Board. 

The plans listed below that involve work in the Feather River will be carried out in designated critical habitat for Central Valley Spring-run Chinook salmon and Central Valley steelhead.  Therefore, in addition to the tasks described above related to review of specific programs and plans, there are inferred tasks that the selected contractor is also likely be involved in, including review of the necessary planning, engineering, environmental impact assessment, and permitting documents that will have to be developed, processed, and approved prior to implementation of the plans themselves.   


Specifically, the EC will discuss and submit to FERC several projects and plans as part of the Lower Feather River Habitat Improvement Plan, including:

· Gravel Supplementation and Improvement Program
· Channel Improvement Program
· Structural Habitat Supplementation and Improvement Program
· Fish Weir Program
· Riparian and Floodplain Improvement Program
· Feather River Fish Hatchery Improvement Program
· Comprehensive Water Quality Monitoring Program
· Oroville Wildlife Area Management Plan
· Instream Flow and Temperature Improvement for Anadromous Fish

Schedule
The Settlement Agreement sets a timeline of work for the EC as follows:
· Within 3-months after license issuance (ALI) – DWR will establish and convene the EC.
· 6-months ALI – Phased program to enhance riparian habitats, development of an initial Comprehensive Water Quality Monitoring Program (CWQMP).
· 9-months ALI – Submit CWQMP to State Water Board for review and approval.
· One-year ALI – File the following with FERC – Channel Improvement Program, Fish Weir Program, Riparian and Floodplain Improvement Program, Feather River Fish Hatchery Improvement Program, Construction and Recharge of Brood Ponds, Invasive Plant Management Plan.
· Two-years ALI – File the following with FERC – Gravel Supplementation and Improvement Program, Structural Habitat Supplementation and Improvement Program, Feather Fish Hatchery Improvement Program, Oroville Wildlife Area Management Plan.
· Three-years ALI – Flow/Temperature to support Anadromous Fish.
It is anticipated the EC will meet on a bi-weekly basis. Meetings will take place remotely and in the Oroville/Oroville facilities area.  
Given the issuance of a license by FERC is unknown at this time, timelines may change or be adjusted accordingly; therefore, Consultant should have the ability to be flexible in their schedule, including when work will begin.

Budget
Work performed will be based on task-orders. Please provide consultant rate and fee proposal.

Submission process
Submissions should be sent via email to Jonathan Young jyoung@swc.org by January 15, 2026 in .pdf format. The award will be issued no later than 30 days after approval by the SWC Board of Directors, anticipated to occur in February 2026. 

Please include a cover letter with the following information:
Individual name
Telephone Number
Email Address
Mailing Address

Response Criteria
Responses must include, at a minimum, the following:
· Statement of qualifications for proposed individual
· Summary of experience specific to the FERC Relicensing Alternative Licensing Process
· Authored technical papers on relevant subject matters
· Writing sample consisting of memorandums or presentations
· Three references that can attest to expertise requested in this RFP
· Proven ability to adjust work schedules, given the unknown timeframe of a FERC license
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