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Department of Water Resources Releases Updated San Joaquin Watershed Studies
Explores opportunities to capture more storm and flood water in the face of climate change

SACRAMENTO, CA — Today, the Department of Water Resources released a set of San Joaquin Basin
Flood-Managed Aquifer Recovery (Flood-MAR) Watershed Studies outlining strategies to increase
stormwater capture, protect communities from flooding and increase groundwater recharge on the
Calaveras, Stanislaus, Tuolumne, Merced and Upper San Joaquin rivers. Extensively studied by the
Department of Water Resources, Flood-MAR is a water management strategy that uses forecast-
informed reservoir operations (FIRO) to plan for and divert flood water from large storms into recharge
basins. These tools have the potential to benefit watersheds like the San Joaquin basin, which is
challenged by both flooding and chronic groundwater overdraft. Utilizing Flood-MAR and FIRO together
has the potential to decrease flood occurrences, increase the speed and volume of recharge and support
the ecosystem with seasonal wetlands and instream flows.

Statement from Jennifer Pierre, General Manager of the State Water Contractors:

“The State Water Contractors recognize the need to better manage water resources in the San Joaquin
River watershed. The study reflects the careful planning and tools needed to capture and store water
from intense bursts of storms so that we are prepared for future droughts, positioned to improve
groundwater basins, and able to protect communities from floods. Doing more with what water we get
from extreme weather by maximizing stormwater capture and groundwater recharge is one of the
surest ways to address climate change and prevent costly floods.

The State Water Contractors see the potential benefits of these watershed management practices, and
welcome pilot projects and further analysis to drive future decision-making. We look forward to working
with the Department of Water Resources to optimize water management strategies while balancing
water rights and environmental water needs.

While this report did not explicitly explore the potential effects on State Water Project water rights, we
see potential opportunities that could be implemented through key partnerships and investments. The
State Water Contractors look forward to working with the Department of Water Resources and partners
in the San Joaquin Valley to collaborate on ways to better manage the system at a watershed level,
while also protecting the State Water Project.”


https://water.ca.gov/programs/all-programs/flood-mar
https://water.ca.gov/News/News-Releases/2025/Dec-25/New-Watershed-Studies-Highlight-How-the-San-Joaquin
https://water.ca.gov/News/Blog/2023/Jan-23/Californias-Forecast-Informed-Reservoir-Operations-Are-Key-to-Managing-Floods-and-Water-Supplies
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About State Water Contractors:

The State Water Contractors is a statewide, non-profit association of 27 public agencies from Northern,
Central and Southern California that purchase water under contract from the California State Water
Project. Collectively, the State Water Contractors deliver water to more than 27 million residents
throughout the state and more than 750,000 acres of agricultural land. For more information on the
State Water Contractors, please visit www.swc.org.



